CITY OF THORNTON 

 SEPTEMBER 8, 2009 – 7:00 P.M. – COMMUNITY CENTER

The Thornton City Council met on the above date and time with Mayor Protem Larry Stadtlander calling the meeting to order.  Council Members present:  Barbara Hopkey, Betty Jensen, and Joy Baker.  Absent:  Mayor Phillip Mclaughlin and Council member Barry Groh.  Also present:  City Attorney John Sorensen, Tom Janeka, Travis Fischer, Ed & Arlene Anderson, Chuck Schafer, Dick Westcott, and Gene Christianson.

The agenda was approved as submitted.

Jensen made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and special meeting.  Hopkey seconded, motion carried.

Baker made a motion to approve payment of the bills.  Hopkey seconded, motion carried.

Tom Janeka reported that the new control panel on the pump on N 8th Street is not working properly, causing the tower to overflow at times.  Gayle with Northway is coming on Wednesday to look at the panel.  An estimate to pull the pump has not been received.

Janeka reported that low hanging tree branches were trimmed throughout town by him self and Heath Johnson.  He stated it will probably take one more full day to complete the work.

A recommendation from the Zoning Board at the August meeting was presented to the Council on the former school athletic fields to change the zoning from agricultural to residential.  Hopkey made a motion to adopt by resolution to accept the Zoning Board’s recommendation.  Baker seconded, therefore Resolution # 09-05 adopted.

A Public Hearing Date was set for Thursday, September 24, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. for the first reading of the Ordinance zone change and will be published in the Pioneer Enterprise as required by law.

The Clerk reported that Yaggy Colby has been contacted to have the property at the former athletic fields surveyed.

Greg Meier present at 7:10 P.M.

A recommendation from the Zoning Board at the August meeting was presented to the Council on the Thornton School Building to deny change of the zoning from residential to light industrial.  Baker made a motion to adopt by resolution to accept the Zoning Board’s recommendation to deny the change.  Hopkey seconded.

Dick Westcott inquired if he could speak.  Mr. Sorensen explained that the Public Hearing had been held and that the citizens of the community voiced their concerns.  Mr. Westcott asked the Council to table action.  He stressed that at the Public Hearing inaccurate information was given to the public and he wanted to set things straight with facts.  Baker stressed to Mr. Westcott that at the hearing citizens expressed that they did not want a business in the middle of a residential area of town.

Stadtlander moved on with the vote.  Hopkey aye, Baker aye, Stadtlander aye, Jensen abstained. Therefore, Resolution #09-06 adopted.

Proposed Assisted Living – tabled.

Greg Meier gave a report regarding pump usage at the lagoon.  The pumps are running too many hours due to a possible break in a line along 2nd Street North.  The Council recommended Meier contact IRWA to video the line to see what needs repaired.

Janeka, Meier, Christianson, Schafer, Westcott, and Sorensen left the meeting at 7:40 p.m.

The Clerk reported that Steve Wendt had contacted her regarding the grant for the Hazard Mitigation & Comprehensive Plan.  Due to large number of applicants this year and an earlier deadline, Wendt suggested the City apply in 2010.  Wendt will contact the Clerk in May of next year.

Sorensen returned to the meeting at 7:45 p.m.

The Clerk reported that Jim Davies with Creative Solutions in Sheffield met with her in August to obtain information for the City’s new website.  The site should be available sometime in late September.

A donation for the City’s Quasquicentennial celebration was discussed.  

The Clerk reported that letters had been sent to several citizens regarding minor drivers of golf carts.

Dick Westcott returned to the meeting at 7:50 p.m.

The Clerk presented a quote from Maguire Iron in the amount of $3850.00 to power wash the exterior of the water tower.  Hopkey made a motion to accept the bid.  Jensen seconded, motion carried.  Work to be completed in 2010.

The Clerk presented the Annual Street Finance Report for fiscal year 2008-09.  Baker made a motion to adopt by Resolution the approval of the report.  Jensen seconded, therefore Resolution #09-07 adopted.

The Clerk handed out a review of the City’s 2009-10 insurance coverage prepared by agent Bruce Wonsmos.

The Clerk updated the Council on the Census 2010.  The support of a partnership between the City and the Census Bureau was discussed.  Hopkey made a motion to adopt by Resolution such partnership.  Baker seconded, therefore Resolution #09-08 adopted.

Cerro Gordo County Board of Supervisor presented a written offer for a 28E agreement between the City and Cerro Gordo County to shelter stray dogs that are apprehended.  The County would cover the $160 per trip cost for transferring the stray dogs to the shelter and the City would be responsible for the $225 cost of sheltering the dog at the Mason City animal shelter.  The Council felt that this would not be beneficial to the City at this time and declined the offer.

The Clerk reported that Cerro Gordo County Public Health has set Monday, September 21, 2009 for a flu clinic in Thornton.  It will be in the City Hall from 12:30-3:30 p.m.

Hopkey made a motion to adjourn.  Baker seconded, motion carried.

Michelle Duff

City Clerk

