CITY OF THORNTON – SEPTEMBER 11, 2017 – 7:00 P.M. – CITY HALL
The Thornton City Council met on the above date and time with Mayor Brian Crowell calling the meeting to order.  Council members present:  Betty Jensen, Michael Younge, Randall Bohman and Rob Duff.  Absent:  Shelby Steenhard. Also, present:  Attorney John Sorensen, Travis Fischer with the Pioneer Enterprise and Tom Janeka.
Duff made a motion to approve the agenda.  Jensen seconded, motion carried.  
Bohman made a motion to approve the minutes.  Younge seconded, motion carried.

Duff made a motion to approve payment of the bills.  Jensen seconded, motion carried.
Larry Stadtlander present at 7:03 p.m.

The Clerk reported work from the insurance claim on Well #1 has been completed.  Work was done by Jensen Electric and Cahoy Pump Service.
Janeka reported that Cahoy Pump Service has completed the maintenance work on Well #1 per their proposal and the well is back in service.
Mary Kelly and Mary Arndt present at 7:10 p.m.

Mayor Crowell read the first reading to amend provisions in Title VI, Physical Environment, Chapter 5, Utilities, Subsections 8, 9, & 10 pertaining to water, refuse and sewer charges.  Younge made a motion to approve the first reading.  Bohman seconded, roll call vote, all ayes, motion carried.  Jensen made a motion to waive the second and final readings.  Duff seconded, roll call vote, all ayes, therefore Ordinance #1046 adopted.
ORDINANCE #1046

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF THORNTON, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO WATER, REFUSE AND SEWER SERVICE CHARGES.
BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Thornton, Iowa:

SECTION 1. SECTIONS MODIFIED. Title VI Physical Environment, Chapter 5 Utilities, Subsections 8, 9 & 10 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Thornton, Iowa, is repealed and the following adopted in lieu thereof:

6-5-8 WATER RATES. Water shall be furnished at the following monthly rates per property serviced within the City limits:


Water Service Fee
$15.45 per month

  $3.87 per 1,000 gallons.


Bulk Water Fees
$17.46 per 1,000 gallons

The minimum charge shall be $15.45 per household or business per month.

The minimum charge shall be $15.45 per household or business per month. Further, on each successive July 1 thereafter, the monthly billing for the base minimum charge and the consumption charge for water used shall be increased automatically by 3%. Said increase shall be automatic unless the City Clerk is directed to not make such annual increase by Resolution adopted by the City Council prior to said July 1 date.


6-5-9 REFUSE COLLECTION RATES.  There shall be collected by the City for its services in collecting garbage and rubbish, the following mandatory fees:


1.
Residence Rate.  For each resident with alley or curb pickup, $16.39 per month for one garbage or rubbish collection each week.  The base fee of $16.39 shall be for one bag up to 33 gallons and less than 40 pounds in weight.  Additional bags of garbage will require a bag or sticker purchased at City Hall.  Bags (15 gallon) and stickers may be purchased in rolls/sheets of ten (10) for $12.00 and $15.00 respectively.  In the event that alley or cub pickup for any residence is not feasible, the City Clerk is hereby empowered to enter into an agreement with such resident for any additional charge to be paid by such resident for any other location of pickup that may be agreed upon.


2.
Commercial Rate.  $30.00 per dumpster, per month plus a monthly $16.39 garbage fee per business.  For those businesses without a monthly dumpster rental, each collection shall include one bag up to 33 gallons (less than 40 pounds in weight) with additional bags requiring a bag or sticker purchased at City Hall in the same manner as relates to residential customers.


3.
Automatic Rate Increase.  The rates established herein for refuse collection shall be effective on July 1.  Further, on each successive July 1 thereafter, the monthly billing for the base minimum charge shall be increased automatically by 3%.  Said increase be automatic unless the Clerk is directed to not make such annual increase by Resolution adopted by the City Council prior to said July 1 date.


4.
Prohibited Use/Enforcement.  No person shall use in any manner facilities or dumpsters other than those specifically rented to or by such person through the City or as may be otherwise authorized by the City.  Such use shall include but not be limited to the unauthorized placing of items in dumpsters serviced by the City.  Such unauthorized use shall be a misdemeanor or otherwise pursued as a municipal infraction.


6-5-10
RATE OF SEWER RENT AND MANNER OF PAYMENT.

The rate of sewer rent for each premise shall be as follows:

Sewer Service Fee

$30.14 per month

$3.42 per 1,000 gallons per month

The minimum charge shall be $30.14 per household or business building per month.  Further, on each successive July 1 thereafter, the monthly billing for the base minimum charge and the consumption charge for sewer used shall be increased automatically by 3%.  Said increase shall be automatic unless the Clerk is directed to not make such annual increase by Resolution adopted by the City Council prior to said July 1 date.

SECTION 2. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.  If any section, provision or pan of this ordinance shall be adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole or any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 3. WHEN EFFECTIVE. This ordinance effective with the July 1, 2017 billing as allowed per Ordinance.

The Council discussed the potential additions/changes to the Code of Ordinances as proposed by the IARC Attorney.  After much discussion, Younge made a motion to not accept any of the changes at this time.  Bohman seconded, motion carried.
Proposals from Culligan, Murphy’s Plumbing & Heating & Fahrmann Heating & Plumbing were received for installing a water softener at the Community Center and plumbing a coffee machine system.  Younge made a motion to accept the proposal of $1,205.00 from Fahrmann Heating & Plumbing.  Jensen seconded, motion carried.
Mayor Crowell reported the fire department isn’t interested in the property at 337 Main Street.  Jensen reported that the EMT’s haven’t met to discuss.  Duff made a motion to table the item.  Younge seconded, motion carried.
Attorney Sorensen reported that Attorney Moeller has drafted a nuisance letter for the owners at 312, 316 and 320 Main Street, but is searching for a current address.  
Nan & Jenny Jurgens present at 7:15 p.m.
Janeka reported an engineer from SEH came down to gather information on the City’s storm sewer system in order to create a proposal for mapping the system.

Nan & Jenny Jurgens with Mission Thornton reported they have gathered information from 2 companies for a digital sign for the community, to be located on the east end of Memorial Park.  The estimated cost of $28,000 will be needed.  The group has some funds designated for this and wanted the Council’s approval to move forward with the project.  The group plans applying for grants to help fund the project.  The Council was in agreement for Mission Thornton to move forward.
Nan & Jenny Jurgens present at 7:28 p.m.
Mary Kelly presented plans and aerial photos of the two bridges the County will be replacing in 2018 on S 1st Street and Ash Street. Kelly expressed a concern that the City’s water line may be in the path of the construction along S 1st Street, if so, the City will have to move the line.  The County has a contractor coming in to try and locate the water line.

Mike Jensen present at 7:35.

Detour routes and emergency circumstances were discussed for those affected by the construction. 
Frank Kelly with Heartland Asphalt present at 7:37 p.m.

Kelly mentioned the possibility of using the temporary access road on Sunny side that was used years ago.  Younge reported the property is CPR ground and won’t be a possibility.
Mary Kelly left at 7:45 p.m.
Alliant Energy submitted a floodplain permit application to relocate a gas line on S 1st Street due to the future bridge replacement.  Jensen made a motion to approve the application.  Bohman seconded, motion carried.
Frank Kelly with Heartland Asphalt, handed out a summary of proposed costs for asphalting/patching a number of streets in town, along with a map of past projects.  Kelly thought most streets appeared in pretty good condition and recommended that any asphalt work the Council decides on should done be in warmer weather.  The Council discussed and decided to get bids for street work next spring.

Frank Kelly left at 8 p.m.

The Clerk reported the Cerro Gordo County Department of Public Health will have a flu vaccine clinic in City Hall on Tuesday, October 11, 2017 from 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Younge made a motion to approve by Resolution, the State Road Use Tax Report for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2017. Bohman seconded.  Roll call vote, all ayes, therefore Resolution #17-12 adopted.
Duff made a motion to approve the Annual Finance Report for fiscal year ending June 30, 2017. Younge seconded, motion carried.
The Council granted permission for the Clerk to attend the Data Tech Fall User meeting in Des Moines on Wednesday, October 18th.  
Building permit applications were approved for the following addresses:  209 S 1st Street, 312 N 7th Street, 712 Maple Place, 308 Maple Street, 500 Maple Street, 213 N 6th Street, 400 N 4th Street, 505 N 5th Street, 300 S 5th Street, 115 N 4th Street, 103 Maple Street, 113 N 4th Street.

Cerro Gordo County Engineer’s office submitted floodplain permit applications for proposed bridges on Ash Street and S 1st Street.  Jensen made a motion to approve.  Younge seconded, motion carried.
Janeka reported the water shut-off is broken near the “Thornton” sign and he contacted contractors for repairs.  Nettleton Excavating was the only proposal in the amount of $1,300.00.  Duff made a motion to accept the proposal.  Younge seconded, motion carried.
Younge made a motion to adjourn.  Bohman seconded, motion carried.
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